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And Shelley wrote :

A poet is a nightingale, who sits in darkness and sings
to cheer its own solitude with sweet sounds.

Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the
World.

In Shelley's lifetime a certain C. C. Colton published a
big book called Lacon; Many Thoughts in Few Words,
which enjoyed an enormous popularity, and of which at
least eighteen editions were printed. Though it was
described as ' one of the best collections of English
aphorisms that will ever be put together/ a modern reader
can find little more in it than verbiage and pretentious
platitude.

Of a much more brilliant aphorist of this time, the
learned and bibulous Irish scholar, Dr. Maginn, I have
(since he is almost forgotten now) written a separate
account, which will be found in the following pages.

The novelist, Lord Lytton, was not without the
aphoristic gift, and printed at the age of twenty-three a
little volume entitled, Weeds and Wild Flowers, by
L. G. L. B. (' not published Paris 1826 '), which included
a few aphorisms worth quoting ;

A man should be very wise to play the fool.

Vanity only sins when it hurts the vanity of
others.

Knowledge of the world is knowledge of its sins.

If you wish to be loved, show more of your faults
than your virtues.

Men never forgive those in whom there is nothing to
pardon.

There is no feeling of liberty like that of escape from
half-friends.

In his novel, Paul Clifford (1835), (as Mr. Bernard
Shaw has reminded me), he included, under the title of
Tomlinsoniana, a few more sayings;